The Gender Sensitization Committee organized a panel discussion on the topic, “Gendering the Body:
The ‘Epic’ Woman on 24 April 2024 in the conference room. Dr. Roshni welcomed the audience and
emphasised the need to be gender sensitive towards one another on the campus as well as outside.
She invited the first panellist Dr. S.B.N Tiwari to discuss the concept of gender. Dr. Tiwari also traced
the earliest feminist authors and highlighted the significant milestones in the feminist movement. His
speech was followed by a screening of Sujoy Ghosh’s short film Ahalya, a modern take on Ahalya, a
female character from the Ramayana, who is regarded as one of the panchakanyas. The movie was
employed as a starting point for a discussion on the changing gender roles from the Epic world to the
present times by Dr. Varsha. From Ahalya, the discussion proceeded to Draupadi, the heroine of the
Mahabharata. By citing instances from the Epic, Dr. Roshni drew attention to the complex nature of
Draupadi who not only imbibed both beauty and destruction in her personality but also challenged
the traditional gender roles. The discussion was followed by a question-answer session where
students enthusiastically discussed the various aspects of gender roles witnessed in their
surroundings. The event concluded with a vote of thanks.
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